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MEMPHIS.  Ta  (BP)  -  South- 
am  Bag  twt  Convention  Presi¬ 
dent  S-eve  Gamas,  sanior 
pastor  of  Bellevue  Church 
in  suburban  Memphis,  is 
among  about  a  dozen  SoiSh- 
em  Baptist  signatories  of  a 
letter  requesting  that  a  statue 
in  Memphis  of  Confederate 
Gan.  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest 
be  moved  from  a  public  oatk. 
due  to  Davis  'support  of 
'the  enslavement  of  African 
Americans.'  Gaines  said 
“Fair-minded  Americans 
acknowledge  that  slavery 
was  cruel  and  unchristian. 
Indeed,  slavery  stands  as  one 
of  the  darkest  Mights  of  our 
nation's  history.  Thus,  these 
statutes  should  be  relocated 
to  less  prominent,  more  ap¬ 


propriate  settings 


CHINA  MJTHOWnCS  TO 


CHINA  ChfoAs  oon> 

by  tightening  Its  chokahcAJ 
on  churches,  banning  Chris¬ 
tian  education  lor  children 
and  church  worship  unreg¬ 
istered  with  the  gcxwmment 
'as  if  intending  to  eimmate 
all  house  churches  at  once.' 
Chine  Aid  tofd  Morning  Star 
News.  In  the  city  of  Guancr 
zhou  in  Guangdong  Prcyinoe 
in  southern  China,  pofoa 
confronted  members  of 
unregistered  churches  at  their 
homes  to  warn  them  not  to 


attend  worship  services. 


OtOABArnST  LEADER 


TO  HEINE  M  APRIL  2918 


OKLA  Cfrr,  Ok  (BP)  —  At 
thory  L  Jordan,  the  longe 


treasurer  of  the  Baptist 
General  Conversion  of  Otoe- 
homa  (BGCOX  announced 
Sept  12  he  wi»  retae  on  April 
16  of  next  ymr.  A  graduate 
Baptist  Ur» 

venwty  (BA)  in  Bokver.  Mo. 
he  earned  MD~.  and  DMm 
6e  QfO»  from  New  Oriean* 
Seminary  whero  he  wes 
selected  for  the  tf*st!ngiirshed 
ekimnu  i  award  in  1999  Pwe 
ouefy  a  pastor  for  cmbt  28 
years  in  Oklahoma  end  other 
state*,  he  served  m  BGCO 
president  in  1990-92  Jordon 
and  hie  wife  Rote  havo  aeon, 
Adrien,  and  daughter  AJIshe. 
and  one  grandchild 


to  churc 
murder 


PROGRESS  -  Piles  ol  mud-out  debris  and  other  ruined  materials  from  Farrington  Mission  in  Hous¬ 
ton  s  Fifth  Ward  line  the  road  for  future  removal  Repairing  the  mission  is  estimated  to  cost  $75,000. 
with  $40,000  of  that  going  toward  its  women's  medical  clinic.  (BP  photo) 


Urgent  call  for  more  volunteers 


The  mass  feeding  unit  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
(MBDR)  is  going  full  force  at 
Idlewild  Church  in  Lutz,  FI.,  in 

the  Tampa  area,  and  has  reached 
its  capacity  of  20,000  meals  per 
day  for  several  days  now  for  vic¬ 
tims  of  Hurricane  Irma  and  first 
responders  involved  in  the  poet- 
hurricane  effort. 

Volunteers  from  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  are  needed  at 


the  feeding  unit  in  Florida  as 
soon  as  possible.  Volunteers 
will  receive  on-site  training  for 
duty  at  the  feeding  unit. 

The  MBDR  mass  feeding 
unit  consists  of  a  fully  self-con¬ 
tained  kitchen  mounted  on  a 
tractor-trailer.  The  unit  carries 
potable  water,  its  own  electrical 
power  generator,  and  propane 
supplies  for  cooking.  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  to  Florida  for  this  deploy 
ment  by  another  tractor-trailer 
filled  to  maximum  capacity  with 
cooking  supplies  in  case  local 
deliveries  are  interrupted. 


In  Texas,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  are  continuing  their  full 
flow  of  volunteers  into  areas 
affected  by  Hurricane  Har¬ 
vey.  There  is  much  work  to 
be  done.  Mississippi  Baptist 
teams  working  out  of  Orange, 
Texas,  for  mud-out/clean- up 
of  homes  are  especially  in  de¬ 
mand  and  will  continue  to  be 
needed  in  that  area  for  the 
foreseeable  future,  as  approved 
work  orders  are  being  received 
in  massive  numbers. 
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SOMERSET.  <y.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  Police  say  con¬ 
victed  killer  [iwight  Mitchell 
Bell,  41,  has 
confessed  to  f 
robbing  and  I 
murder-  jl 
mg  a  pas-  \ 
tor's  widow  I 
three  weeks  1 
ago  in  the  i 
Kentucky  j 

church  she - 

and  her  BELL 
late  bus- 

band  helped  jjjflKiriljfcj: 
found. 

Bell 

has  been 
charged 
with  rob¬ 
bery  and 
murder  in 
the  death  of  unu 
Ruthie  Car¬ 
olyn  New, 

70,  on  Aug.  24  at  Denham 
Street  Church  in  Somerset. 

He  was  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  Aug.  12  after  Somer¬ 
set  Police  detectives,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Major 
Crimes  Task  F'orce  and  the 
Dandridge  Police  De¬ 
partment  in  Dandridge, 

we  SUSPECT  on  p  9 


Expert:  Put  donations  to  best  use 


HOUSTON  (BP)  -  Mickey  Cai 
son  has  seen  it  many  times  in 
ri0«n'  his  disaster  relief  career  Well- 
*7*  ■  meaning  folks  collect  a  truck- 
load  offood  and  clothing,  drive 
°*®a'  perhaps  hundreds  of  miles  to 
a  disaster  zone  but  can  find  no 
on  Apnl  place  to  deliver  the  goods. 

Deciding  'let’s  put  a  trailer 
J™-  on  the  lot  and  fill  it  up  with 

M°-  goods  to  take  to  Texas,  is  the 

DMfo.  most  ineffective  way  of  provid- 
fo*1®  ing  support,"  Caison  told  Bap- 

**  tist  Press  from  Houston,  where 

9oKb«rt  he  is  coordinating  the  Southern 

»  Prev>  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  (SBDR) 
response  to  Hurricane  Har. 
’dottier  1  vey’s  destruction  there. 

JGCO  'We’re  actually  seeing  ve- 

■fo'dan  hides  -  vans,  pick-ups,  rental 
reason.  trucks,  there  have  been  18 
***»•  wheelers  -  that  are  riding 

around  trying  to  find  some 

SOUTHERN  8APTT8T  HISTORICAL 

UBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 


It's  much  more  effective  to  buy  goods  near  areas 
where  a  particular  disaster  occurred  as  it  drastically 
reduces  shipping  costs  and  stimulates  the  local 
economy.  Coordinating  responses  with  Baptist 
partners  in  disaster  zones  improves  distribution  by 
making  sure  the  neediest  people  are  helped 


Jaff  Palmar 


CEO  of  Baptist  Global  Response 


place  to  give  goods  that  they’ve 
collected  in  other  places.”  said 
Caison,  who  retired  as  SBDR 
director  in  August  of  last  year  . 

More  effective  responses  in¬ 
clude  donating  cash  through 
trusted  channels  and  providing 
supplies  expressly  requested 
by  churches  and  other  orga¬ 
nizations.  Caison  told  Baptist 


Pres*  (BP).  Southern  Baptists 
can  also  receive  official  re¬ 
sponse  training  in  advance  of 
disasters,  allowing  them  to  vol¬ 
unteer  in  such  areas  as  feeding 
or  debris  removal. 

Buying  gift  cards  and  bank 
cards  that  allow  survivors  to 
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Inside  the  War  Zone 


Xauvi  *»***«  — .  - - 

are  scary  times.  For  those  of  us 
who  came  through  Katrina  in  2005* 
nothing  about  tma  is  tun.  We  recall 
ail  too  well  the  hundreds  of  deaths, 
flooded  naighborhooda  destroyed 
churches,  and  uprooted  lives. 

God  bless  our  friends  as  they  re¬ 
cover  from  Harvey  and  Irma. 

I  was  the  director  of  missions  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  churches  of  the 
New  Orleans  Association,  which  gave 


Guest  opinion 

with  Joe  McKeevet 


pasturing  Port  Sulphur  Church,  some 
50  milesbelow  New  Orleans.  When  he 
found  out  the  Catholic  church  down 
the  highway  needed  an  electrician 
and  was  unable  to  find  one,  he  sent  a 
volunteer  from  Oklahoma  who  was  a 
certified  electrician.  As  a  result,  Lynn 
and  the  priest  became  friends  and 
eventually  they  invited  Lynn  to  preach 
to  their  congregation,  truly  a  ‘first’  for 
our  part  of  tne  world. 


a  few  thoughts  for  the  pastors  and  othe 
church  leaders  in  these  war  zones: 

■  You  are  about  to  see  what  God 
can  do  with  thousands  of  His  faithful 
people.  You  already  know  HU  power. 
That  has  been  amply  demonstrated, 
but  the  power  of  HU  people  flocking 
into  your  area  to  help  neighbors  re¬ 
build  their  lives  may  be  more  inspirin, 
than  anything  you  nave  ever  imagined 
They  will  feed  the  hungry  and  knock 


omen  fo  pour  church.  At  the  time  w< 
rmt  ministerma^nd  Ktvinc  were  so  scattered  and  so  few,  1  pulled 
amd  your  neighbors  will  be  amased  that  together  a  few  leaders  and  asked  them 
thev  ask  nothing  in  return.  A*  a  result,  to  serve  as  administrative  ronimitti i 
I  K.  nnen  to  the  Gospel  for  the  association.  They  would  paw 

oUesus  Christ  than  at  any  time  in  ^^^^^tewhen ' 

meir  lives.  tj,e  should  come  that  anyone  ques 

tioned  how  we  spent  the  hundreds  ol 
thousands  of  dollars  funneled  throat,!: 
our  office,  we  had  the  records  and  the 
for  written  approvaU.  No  hint  of  scandal 
ever  appeared. 

God  bless  you  during  this  try  ing 
time.  Know  that  you  are  being  loved 
and  prayed  for  throughout  the  world 
We’re  going  to  be  watching  to  see  w  h  o: 
new  things  the  Lord  will  be  domg.u: 
your  part  of  HU  Kingdom 

been  handed  a  golden  opportunity. 

McKeever,  online  at  joemckee n  - 
■  This  is  the  time  to  reach  out  to  com,  is  a  former  Mississippi  Haptic 

your  neighboring  churches.  Often  pastor.  He  is  a  cartoonist  whose  * 

you  will  nave  more  volunteers  than  is  featured  in  Baptist  Press  and  i  / 

you  need,  while  the  church  down  the  medio.  His  commentary  appears  v 

street  has  none.  Reach  out  to  them  and  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press.  Edited  ' 
share  the  blessing.  Lynn  Rodrigue  was  style  and  length. 


change  for  uour  church.  To  pastors 
and  other  church  leaders  whose  ser¬ 
vices  had  been  disrupted  by  Katrina 
an  indefinite  period,  I  said,  'Have  you 
tnr  wanted  to  put  an  end  to  some  of 
tiie  programs  in  your  church  that  have 
outlrvedtbeir  usefulness?  Now's  the 
time.'  When  your  people  come  back, 
just  don't  restart  them.  Are  there  pro¬ 
grams  you've  wanted  to  begin  but  just 
couldn't  find  the  right  time?  You've 


stRecord 


September  21. 2017  The  Baptist  Rbtoro 


( 


on 

ver 


rhBaptists  crucial  in  ministering  to  Irma  victims 


MACON,  Ga.  (BP)  -  As  Hur- 
ncane  Inna  evacuees  streamed 
north  out  of  Florida,  Baptists  in 
Georgia  welcomed  those  flee¬ 
ing  the  storm’s  looming  wrath. 
Cme  church  even  turned  some 
of  its  unused  acreage  into  a 
makeshift  recreational  vehicle 
(RV)  campground. 


off  Interstate  75  in  I 

pastor  Tim  Sizemore  and _ 

feeders  decided  they  could  offer 
evacuees  more  than  their  sma)t 
“nctuaiy  They  ran  electric- 
ay  and  united  water  and  septic 
hook-ups  from  the  main  f.ii% 
to  the  site  of  Lighthouse  Church s 


and  converted  it  mto  a  temporary 

pnttmuwvM  r  J 


When  word  got  out,  families 
warn  RVs,  campers,  and  just  cars 
began  pulling  into  the  pastoral 
setting  tor  rest. 

News  of  the  unique  venue 
spread  through  word  of  mouth 
and  Faoebook,  which  Sizemore 
said  registered  650  shares,  and 
unough  the  websites  of  Rehoboth 
Assooahon  and  nearby  Robbins 
Air  Force  Base.  He  also  occasion- 
trekked  over  to  the  Love’s 
Truck  Stop  to  invite  strangers  who 
looked  tired  and  in  need  of  a  place 
to  spend  the  night 

Lighthouse  Church  members 
provided  dinners  to  the  evacu¬ 
ees,  "just  a  traditional  Southern 
Baptist  covered  dish  meal,  what¬ 
ever  they  have  at  home  or  In 
their  freezers...  everything  from 
barbecue  to  cubed  venison." 
Sizemore  said.  _ 

The  church  coffee  shop  be¬ 
came  a  meet-and-greet  place  for 
evacuees,  with  a  flat-screen  tele¬ 
vision  streaming  live  coverage  of 
Hurricane  Irma's  onslaught  on 
their  home  state.  One  Lighthouse 
member  who  operates  a  bakery 
provided  various  food  items  to 
the  guests  while  a  friend  of  the 
church  who  operates  a  mastery 
provided  coffee. 


Evacuees  into  Georgia  . 

Many  of  the  shelters  operated 
by  the  American  Red  Cross  (ARC) 
and  by  churches  were  opened 
akoa  the  Interstate  75  corridor, 
which  runs  up  the  spine  of  Geor¬ 
gia  from  Valdosta  to  Atlanta. 
Other  sites  were  opened  along  the 
Interstate  16  corridor  from  Savan¬ 
nah  to  Macon. 

Shelters  in  Georgia  were  in 
high  demand  due  to  congested 
northbound  Interstate  traffic,  as 
many  weary  evacuees  were  un¬ 
able  to  travd  as  far  as  they  expect - 
ed.  Traffic  also  forced  evacuees  to 
stop  for  fuel  more  often  than  they 
had  planned 

An  additional  factor  was  that 
hotels  as  fir  north  as  Atlanta  had 
been  sold  out  for  days,  so  a  free  cot 
in  a  church  or  school  gym  seemed 
like  a  good  deal.  Some  evacuees 
’  at  content  to  stay  in  a  shelter 
until  the  storm  passed  with  many 
wanting  to  few  the  next  morning 
to  reach  relatives  <  >r  friends  as  far 
north  as  possible. 


^^^fs^TerZo7,5  near  Macon 

Iglesia  Bautista  Hispana,  received 
a  call  in  Lilbum  about  a  Florida 
church  with  50  members  who 
.  were  seeking  shelter, 
j  n  The  church  caravan  had  fled  St. 
**■"  Petersburg  and  driven  to  North 
Carolina  seeking  shelter  hut  when 
nothing  was  found  they  drove 
back  down  the  coast  to  Savannah, 
pats  vriien  they  searched  online 
tor  local  Hispanic  churches  and 
found  contact  information  for  the 
I  lispanic  church  there. 

Rolando  Ruiz,  pastor  of  the 
LObum  congregation,  extended  a 
welcome  to  the  group  who  then 
dime  another  six  hours  to  the 
church.  By  the  time  the  caravan 
jmrwedjtoey  had  been  on  the  road 

*  SAFE  PLACE  —  Hurricane  Irma  evacuees  at  a  temporary  ,  The  Savannah  church  had 
recreational  vehicle  campground  hosted  by  Lighthouse  Church  in  P®?1  “oste<*  “t  Lilbum  fast  Oc- 

Mecon.  Ga..  relax  m  the  church’s  coffee  shop  as  the  storm  rakes  '*CTLwben  Hunfeane  Matthew 

the  state  of  Florida  from  bottom  to  top  (BP  photo)  G*n*W?  T**  bro 

pastor^  Kodnguez  and  Ruiz,  have 

CrossPointe  Church  in  Val-  along  with  its  youth  center  and  a  fenstime  ministry  relationship, 

fosta,  one  of  the  first  options  other  rooms.  Further  up  the  state.  Beech 

or  evacuees  entering  Georgia,  Brewton-Parker  College  locat-  Haven  a>ure»  “  Athens  opened 

icsted  mi  ARC  shelter  with  foil  ed  south  of  I-16  in  Mount  Vernon,  “*  doore  of  its  family  life  center 

ervice  from  the  health  depart-  Ga„  was  an  early  option  for  evac-  to  73  evacuees.  Pastor  David  Mills 

nurse,  a  34/7  uees  from  coastal  Georgia  Within  'ahout  29  are  from  Pnmcrm 

toic,  security  from  the  sheriff  s  four  hours  of  its  noon  opening  on  iglesia  Bautista  Hispano  de  In- 
race,  and  representatives  from  Sept  to  45  of  too  beds  in  Gill  duuitown-  M..  a  church  we  visited 
he  Division  of  Family  and  Chil-  Gymnasium  were  already  filled  diis  summer  for  a  mission  trip. 

Irm  Services  (DFACS).  '  The  college,  which  is'affiliated  ,  additional  44  are  from  In- 

We  were  unable  to  have  our  with  the  Georgia  Baptist  Con-  gesia  Baustista  latinoamericsmo 

egular  services  this  morning  vention,  welcomed  both  Florida  Savannah.  We  have  the  pas- 

Sept.  10]  because  of  ail  the  ac-  evacuees  and  a  number  of  indi-  tor  s  *°n  as  an  intern.  This  church 
wity.  pastor  David  Rogers  said,  viduais  from  the  local  commu-  n«pedm  2015  with  a  sports  camp 
but  what  is  interesting  is  last  nity,  since  law  enforcement  agen-  boro  in  Athens." 

■wk  1  bemn  a  senes  on  being  cies  in  Georgia  were  encouraging  ,  Near  Amencus,  evacuees 
alt  and  light  in  the  world.  I  never  residents  ui  fe*  sturdy  dwemiigx  ',,l|nd  a  safe  haven  at  Friend- 
xpected  that  we  would  he  called  such  as  manufactured  housing  to  shlp  CarnP  a  ministry  of 
n  the  ven.-  next  week  to  live  that  seek  better  protection  horn  the  Friendship  Association,  with 
ut  in  such  a  powerful  way.  strong  winds  and  heavy  rain.  125  volunteers  and  donors  pro 

"There  has  been  a  lot  of  Cos-  riding  their  time  or  supplies  to 

el  sharing  going  on  through  a  ,,  .  ,  keep  the  ramp  running, 

ne-to-one  Basis,  even  with  some  ' "®  'on9  uek  Camp  director  lance  Fendlev 

f  the  local  Red  Cross  workers,"  At  Igiesia  Bautista  Hisnono-  :“,c1  '  nendslup  Association  di¬ 
nners  reported.  americana  in  the  Aflantu-arca  ufTijr  of  missions  (Tiarles  Sloop 

CrossPointe  Church  housed  community  of  lilbum  more  "lanknllhe  assunatiunsi-hiiieh- 
vcral  hundred  evacuees  in  its  than  wo  members  of  a  .Savannah  ,or  aml  *mns 

■w  build' tg.  which  was  dedi  i-ongregaiion  under  mandaton  «*  '™ii  outpouring  ol 

t«!  Raster  Sunday.  (V  church  evacuation  cmfert  began  arriving  and,,"a'r 

is  a  sleeping  capacity  of -=u>  . s, . ......  thanks  to  wool  .1  mouth 


CrossPointe  Church  in  Val¬ 
dosta,  one  of  the  first  options 
for  evacuees  entering  Georgia, 
hosted  an  ARC  shelter  with  mU 
service  from  the  health  depart¬ 
ment,  an  onsite  nurse,  a  24/7 
clinic,  security  from  the  sheriffs 
office,  and  representatives  from 
the  Division  of  Family  and  Chil¬ 
dren  Services  (DFACS). 

“We  were  unable  to  have  our 
regular  services  this  morning 
[Sept,  to)  because  of  all  the  ac¬ 
uity."  pastor  David  Rogers  said, 
“but  what  is  interesting  is  last 
week  I  began  a  series  on  being 
salt  and  light  in  the  world.  I  never 
expected  that  we  would  he  called 
on  the  veiy  next  week  to  live  that 
out  in  such  a  powerful  way 
“There  has  been  a  lot  of  Gos¬ 
pel  sharing  going  on  through  a 
one-to-one  Basis,  even  with  some 
of  the  local  Red  Cross  workers," 
Rogers  reported 

CrossPointe  Church  housed 
several  hundred  evacuees  in  its 
new  build'ig,  which  was  dedi 
rated  Foster  Sunday.  Ihc  church 
has  a  sleeping  capacity  of  750 
through  use  of  its  1, '400-seat 
sanctuary  with  moveable  chairs 


along  with  its  youth  center  and 
other  rooms. 

Brewton-Parker  College  locat¬ 
ed  south  of  I-16  in  Mount  Vernon. 
Ga.,  was  an  early  option  for  evac¬ 
uees  from  coastal  Georgia.  Within 
four  hours  of  its  noon  opening  on 
Sept  lo;  45  of  too  beds  in  Gill 
Gymnasium  were  already  filled. 

The  college,  which  is  affiliated 
with  the  Georgia  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  welcomed  hrth  Florida 
evacuees  and  a  number  of  indi¬ 
viduals  from  the  local  commu¬ 
nity,  since  law  enforcement  agen¬ 
cies  in  Georgia  were  encouraging 
residents  in  less  sturdy  dwellings 
such  as  manufactured  housing  to 
seek  better  protection  from  the 
strong  winds  and  heavy  rain. 

The  long  trek 

At  Iglesia  Bautista  Hispi 
americana  in  the  Atlanti-area 
community  of  Ulbum.  more 
than  100  members  of  a  Savannah 
congregation  under  mandatory 
evacuation  orders  began  arriving 
in  the  middle  nt  tin-  night  on  Sept. 

-  Samuel  Rixlrigoez.  pastor  >t 
Savannah  omgreiiation  Primer.i 


Ga .  hit  upon  a  special  way  to 

ramp,  which  was  sheltering  80 
evacuees  Sunday  afternoon  with 
more  arrivals  expected. 

Evacuees  also  made  their  way 
to  First  Church  in  Cuthbert  anil 
b*  ARC  shelter  at  the  crossroads 
ot  Highway  82,.a  main  evacuation 
route  from  the  Florida  Panhan- 
dle,  and  Highway  27,  which  runs 
nearly  all  the  way  to  Miami. 

Evacuees  were  being  housed  in 
the  church's  family  fife  center  with 
its  50-cot  capacity  and  two  sets  of 
showers.  In  addition  to  preparing 
meals  at  the  church.  Fust  Church 
volunteer*  sent  42  bagged  lunch¬ 
es  to  the  Methodist  church  which 
tadeno  eaUed  into  service  to 
a  ne*tr- 

by  drug  rehabilitation  center. 

Churches  in  Laurens  Associa¬ 
tion,  meanwhile,  were  working 
with  health  agencies  to  support 
ARC  shelters  for  1,000-pJus  evac¬ 
uees  at  four  local  schools  near  the 
I-16  corridor  in  IXibiin,  with  the 
association's  office  serving  as  the 
'collection  point  for  the  variety  of 
items  needed  by  evacuees  who 
fled  their  Florida  homes  with  lim¬ 
ited  time  to  pack. 

"If  the  evacuees  need  it 
toothbrush  or  toothpaste,  food, 
water,  pillows  or  blankets  -  we 
sent  runners  to  the  location  where 
it  is  needed,"  director  of  missions 
Hobby  Jones  said.  The  churches 
and  community  have  been  ex 
tremeh-  helpful  in  donating  the 
needed  items,  he  added 

At  Arabi  Church,  just  west  of 
I-75  between  Valdosta  and  Tif- 
ton,  pastor  Johnny  Evans  said 
zo  evacuees  liai  neen  directed  to 
the  church  for  shelter  by  the  l  lisp 
County  sheriffs  department  and 
other  lix-al  law  enforcement  as 
they  encountered  tnnuiies  .inti  n 
divtduals  needing  help. 

Whatisintetesting,  t-  anssaid. 
is  that  fast  vent  thei  (lurch  pros  id 
ixi  solace  to  a  woman  tbs  mg  ]  tin 
rieanr  Mattfww  -  storm  .urge  1 
Savannah,  and  this  u-u 


I 


t  it  an  ongoing,  fascinat  ing  with 
to  me  how  things  shape  our  lives. 


cant 

things  - - - 

are  and  what  we  become.  Experiences 
can  be  capsuled  in  a  moment  of  time 
as  short  as  die  snap  of  your  fingers  and 
yet  lives  and  relationships,  feelings 
and  frustrations,  are  all  molded  by 
such  instances. 

I  was  visiting  with  a  man  who  was  in 
his  early  forties.  He  was  married  with 
children  and  was  telling  me  what  a 
difficult  time  he  had  with  his  father.  It 
was  not  something  that  had  just  come 
about,  but  was  a  lifelong  experience  of 
hurt,  animosity,  misunderstandings, 
and  a  bad  relationship  that  continued 
to  that  day,  he  said.  He  told  me,  “So 
often.  I've  wanted  to  talk  with  my  dad 
about  why  I  feel  the  way  I  do,  but  he 
doesn't  want  to  know.  There  are  about 
five  times,  moments  in  my  life,  that 
have  affected  me  so  much  that  I  just 
can't  get  beyond  it.* 

1  asked  him,  “If  you  don't  mind 
telling  me,  moments  like  what?*  He 
described  two  incidences  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  him  in  his  relationship  with 
hit  father.  I  began  to  understand 
what  be  was  talking  about.  He  told  me 
when  be  was  a  four-  or  five  y  tar-old 
preschooler,  he  went  with  h»  dad  to 
a  nearby  town  on  some  kind  of  busi¬ 
ness.  They  went  by  somebody  s  house. 
A  woman  came  out  and  stood  at  the 
car  window,  talking  to  his  dad.  The 
young  boy  paid  little  attention  to  the 
conversation,  but  what  he  did  re¬ 
member  was  that  after  a  few  minutes 


Shaping  a  Child’s  Life 


they  left  and  his  dad  said,  “Don’t  say 
anything  about  this  to  your  mother. 
While  the  little  boy  didn't  think 
anything  about  it  and  didn’t  remem¬ 
ber  anything  his  dad  and  the  woman 
talked  about,  he  did  remember  his 
dad’s  instructions  to  him.  It  was 
etched  in  his  mind  -  don’t  tell  your 
mother  about  that  woman. 

Years  went  by  and  finally  one  day 
when  he  was  in  elementary  school  he 
thought  to  ask  bis  mother  about  that 
woman.  His  mother  and  father  were 
divorced  by  then,  and  the  mom  began 
to  tell  her  son  that  she  was  now  the 
woman  in  his  dad’s  life.  Suddenly  the 
memories  from  that  preschool  expe¬ 
rience  came  to  life  in  the  Uttie  boy’s 
mind,  and  he  was  deeply  hurt.  In  his 
forties  with  his  own  children,  that  pain 
still  afflicts  him. 


The  second  incidence  took  place 
upon  the  death  of  his  mother’s  dad. 

He  loved  his  grandfather  and  was 
struggling,  as  we  aD  do  with  the  loss 
of  a  treasured  relationship.  His  grand¬ 
father  had  become  his  father  figure. 

He  and  his  mother  lived  nearby.  The 
grandfather  spent  time  with  the  boy, 
loved  him,  helped  him,  and  encour¬ 
aged  him,  and  now  his  heart  was  bro¬ 
ken  that  his  granddad  was  gone. 

What  be  remembered,  though,  was 
that  his  father  came  to  the  funeral. 

The  boy,  by  then  in  grade  school  and 
growing  up,  was  standing  by  the  casket 
holding  his  grandfather's  hand.  His 
dad  came  alongside  him,  put  his  arm 
around  him,  and  said,  “Son,  I  know 

S’rc  going  to  miss  your  grandfather, 

I  wiB  be  here  for  you.  After  the 
funeral,  weeks  and  months  and  then 


years  went  by.  He  never  saw  his  dad, 
never  heard  a  word  from  him.  That 
moment  has  never  left  his  mind  nor 
his  heart.  ‘I  wiU  be  there  for  you,"  his 
dad  had  said,  but  be  wasn’t. 

Always  looking  back  and  seeing  his 
dad  in  a  position  of  being  a  deceiver 
and  an  undependable  man  shaped 
—  and  misshaped  —  his  relationship 
with  his  father.  When  Proverbs  22:6 
says,  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go:  ana  when  he  is  old,  he  wiln 


9UVUIU  gW.  UMU  "MVM  — 

not  depart  from  it,’  that  has  a  lot  more 


reminded  often  that  children  see  even 
when  we  don’t  think  they’re  paying 
attention.  Children  can  sense  when  we 
are  disingenuous.  Children  carry  the 
sadness,  when  we  don’t  even  realize 
we’ve  disappointed  them  in  some  way. 
The  training  of  a  child  takes  place  in¬ 
ternally  and  externally.  It  involves  all 
the  senses.  It  is  affected  by  all  we  say 
and  do  —  and  what  we  don’t  say  and 
do  —  as  well  as  the  spirit  with  which 
we  do  it.  They  feel  an  uneasiness  when 
they  don’t  understand  what  we’re  do¬ 
ing  and  why  we’re  doing  it. 

It  is  only  by  the  grace  of  God  that  we 
can  train  up  a  child,  bring  them  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord, 
and  focus  their  attention  oo  the  things 
of  God  that  we  clearly  understand  from 
His  Word.  We  can  help  our  children  see 
”  tpses  of  that  truth,  in  the  reflections 
r  catch  from  our  own  lives. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
dirtctions@mbcb.org. 
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IMB  president  Platt  to  add  teaching  pastor  post 

■CHMOW.  W  «p«M)  -  6  1  puai 

Injstee*  of  the  International  International  Mission  J|XH  Trustee'  also  vs-ill  »w,i„_  _ j- . . 


RICHMOND,  Vi.  (Special)  — 

Tmstees  of  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the 
■Sotijftem  Baptist  Convention  in 

*nchoS5^’ „Va-'  agreed  to 
aDow  IMB  President  David  Platt 
to  assume  the  role  of  teaching 
Ptetor  at  five-campus  McLean 
Bibte  Church  in  northern  Virgin- 
ia  while  they  evaluate  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  the  church. 

“Our  president.  Dr.  David 
ratt,  has  expressed  a  deep  sense 
of  calling  to  serve  as  teaching 
pastor  of  McLean  Bible  Chun* 


while  also  continuing  to  lead  the 
International  Mission  Board," 
trustee  chairman  Hance 
thlbeck,  senior  pastor  of  Quail 
Springs  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City,  in  a  Baptist  Press  report  of  a 
trustee  meeting  last  week. 

*We  respect  Dr.  Platt  and  his 
sense  of  t&  Lord's  leading;  and 
we  recognize  our  responsibility  to 
hold  him  accountable  for  his  work 
fading  the  International  Mission 
Board.  Over  the  coming  months, 
while  Dr.  Platt  serves  as  teaching 
pastor  for  McLean  Bible  Church, 


PLATT  DILBECK 

the  trustees  of  the  International 
Mission  Board  will  evaluate  Dr. 
Platt’s  fulfillment  of  his  responsi¬ 
bilities  as  IMB  president. 


Trustee'  also  will  evalu¬ 
ate  McLean's  level  of  partner¬ 
ship  with  'he  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  We  plan  to  revisit 
this  matter  in  our  February 
trustee  meeting." 

^“‘’rtjiag  to  a  Frequently 
VT.o  Questi°ns  page  on  the 
IMB  web  site,  McLean  Bible 
Church  “became  a  cooperat¬ 
ing  church  with  the  SBC"  in 
2016  and  serves  as  a  “hub  for 
me  North  American  Mission 
Board's  church-planting  efforts 
in  the  Washington,  D.C.,  area  " 


According  to  the  IMB  web 
Page.  Platt  would  not  be  in¬ 
volved  in  overall  day-to-day 
leadership  in  the  church  and  he 
would  not  receive  a  salary  for 
his  role. 

While  the  McLean  Bible 
Church  web  site  lists  as  its  prin¬ 
ciple  Bible-based  beliefs  and 
,eat*lng,  an  evangelism  life- 
style,  Christian  service,  and  dis- 
cipleship,  the  web  site  does  not 
mention  any  affiliations  with 
the  SBC  or  other  specifically 
Southern  Baptist  groups. 


Comm,I?nn^AY  I  ^  JaCks°n  C°Unty  <M,ch'9an>  Board  of 

^  T  Tnm2  3  r8Cant  °tfiC'al  mee,,n9  wrth 

prayer  (BP  screen  capture  from  BoardDocs  com) 

Conflicting  public  prayer 
rulings  may  result  in  a 
Supreme  Court  hearing 

0hio  (BP>  -  not  That  is  the  perfect  example 
Two  conflicting  2017  court  ml-  of  the  type  of  case  where  the  ic¬ 
ings  in  cases  challenging  public  tices  of  the  Supreme  Court  say 
prayer  at  government  meetings  "We  really  need  to  take  this  arid 
increase  the  chance  of  a  U  S.  establish  a  nationwide  rule  of 
Supreme  Court  hearing  on  the  law  on  the  issue." 
issue,  predicted  religious  lib-  Rowan  County  plans  to  de- 
erty  advocate  Ken  flukowski,  cide  in  late  September  whether 
semor  euuMd  at  First  Liberty  to  appeal  the  decision,  Klu 
Institute  in  Plano,  Texas.  kowski  said. 

The  Board  of  Commission-  “If  Rowan  County  chooses  to 
ers  in  Jackson  County,  Mi.,  seek  review,  that  reaflv  makes 


may  legally  open  its  meetings 
with  sectarian  prayers,  the  UJ3. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Sixth 
Circuit  in  Cincinnati,  Oh.,  ruled 
Sept.  6.  The  decision  is  contrary 
to  a  July  14  ruling  of  the  U.S. 
Court  <f( Appeals  for  the  Fourth 
Circuit  in  Richmond,  Va.,  which 
said  the  Rowan  County  (N.C.) 
Board  of  Commissioners'  simi¬ 
lar  practice  was  "unconstitu¬ 
tionally  coercive." 

Klukowski  said  the  split  cre¬ 
ates  the  precise  climate  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hear  an  appeal  of  the  ruling  in 
the  Fourth  Circuit  against  Row- 


“The  Fourth  Circuit  decision 
wa*  10-5  against  prayer,  and  the 
Sixth  Circuit  decision  was  9-6  in 
favor  of  prayer,"  Klukowski  told 
Baptist  Press  (BP)  on  Sept.  7.  "So 
that  makes  (14)  federal  appeals 
decs  who  say  this  is  permitted 
oy  the  establishment  clause  of 
the  Constitution,  and  (t6)  feder 
al  appeals  judges  who  say  no  it's 


"We  really  need  to  take  this  aril 
establish  a  nationwide  rule  of 
law  on  the  issue." 

Rowan  County  plans  to  de¬ 
cide  in  late  September  whether 
to  appeal  the  decision,  Klu¬ 
kowski  said. 

“If  Rowan  County  chooses  to 
seek  review,  that  really  makes 
this  a  top-tier  candidate  for  the 
Supreme  Court  to  take  to  make 
a  national  decision.  Regardless 
of  which  way  that  goes,  we're 
grateful  for  the  victory  in  the 
Sixth  Circuit  and  believe  that 
we  would  have  a  good  chance, 
or  that  we  would  be  optimistic 
of  our  chances,  of  a  victory  for 
Rowan  County  if  the  Supreme 
Court  were  to  take  the  case." 

first  liberty  President  and 
CEO  Kelly  Shackelford  also 
expressed  optimism  after  the 
favorable  ruling  for  Jackson 
County,  Mi.  Previous  courts 
have  found  such  prayers  to  he 
constitutional.  Fust  Liberty 
said.  In  the  1983  case  of  Month 
us.  Chambers,  and  Tmvn  of 
Greece  us.  Galloway  in  2014, 
“the  Supreme  Court  found  in¬ 
vocations  before  government 
meetings  to  be  fully  consistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  an 
important  part  of  America's  his- 
toty  and  heritage,"  first  Liberty 
said  in  its  release. 


Film  Review:  'Because  of  Gracia' 
tackles  two  challenging  issues 

Ru  Phil 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Correspondent 

The  motion  picture.  Because 
of  Gracia,  ventures  into  two  chal¬ 
lenging  themes  —  chastity  and 
freedom  of  speech  -  in  a  poi¬ 
gnant  teen  drama  featuring  for¬ 
mer  American  Idol  contestant 
Moriah  Peters. 

In  limited  theatrical  release 
beginning  Sept.  15,  the  first' sce¬ 
nario  in  the  movie  by  ArtAffect 
Entertainment  concerns  a  Chris¬ 
tian  high  school  student  who  finds 
herself  in  a  debate  class  defending 
the  right  to  teach  creationism. 

The  second  plot  involves  her 
pledge  10  remain  chaste  until  her 
wedding,  while  a  fellow  student 
loses  her  battle  for  virtue  to  a  devi¬ 
ous  boyfriend. 

These  are  two  big  themes  for 
any  one  movie,  but  I'm  pleased 
to  say  that  Canadian  wnter/di- 
rector  Tom  Simes  (Underdog, 
Run,  Season  of  Dreams)  handles 
his  creative  duties  with  aplomb 
while  Peters  displays  a  compelling 
screen  presence,  coining  across  as 
bright  and  charismatic. 

Peters  is  married  to  Austra¬ 
lian  Joel  Smallbone,  who  along 
with  his  brother  Luke  comprise 
the  Christian  musical  duo,  for 
Kin^  &  Country.  Californian  Pe¬ 
ters  albums  include  I  Choose 
Jesus  and  Brave. 

Because  of  Gracia  enters  the 
creationism  fray  by  dramatizing 
the  defense  of  creationism  arid 
the  right  to  discuss  a  faith-based 
ideology  in  classrooms.  Its  asser¬ 
tion  that  people  and  planets  aren't 
mere  accidents  is  defended  ratio¬ 
nally  and  factually  . 

In  the  second  storyline,  Pe¬ 
ters'  protagonist  represents  those 
determined  to  abstain  from  any 
physical  affection  until  married 
This  is  also  the  view  of  the  film's 
star  in  real  life. 

From  the  press  notes:  “At  age 
16,  Moriah  Peters  tried  out  for 
American  Idol  and  told  judges 
Simon  Cowell,  Ranch  Jadcson.  1 
Kara  Dioeuardi.  and  Avril  Lavi- 
gne  that  die  was  a  Christian  who  1 
was  saving  her  first  kiss  for  mar-  1 
riage.  Peters  said  the  celebrity  1 


BECAUSE  of 

Gracia 


SEPTEMBER  IS 


judges  praised  her  looks  and  tier 
singing  but  belittled  her  chaste 
lifestyle.  One  judge  told  her, 
"You  re  trying  to  he  too  perfect, 
while  another  told  her,  'Go  out. 
kiss  a  guy.  Come  hack.'” 

It  takes  conviction  and  a 
great  deal  of  self-control  to 
maintain  such  a  stand,  and 
teens  w-ho  hold  to  this  convic¬ 
tion  should  not  be  mocked. 
Indeed  if  the  commitment  is 
made  out  of  reverence  for  God, 
the  choice  should  be  applauded. 

Of  course,  getting  the  teen 
populace  to  adopt  abstinence  as 
a  lifestyle  in  2017  is  filer  throwing 
snowballs  at  a  forest  fire. 

Because  of  Gracia  tackles  thee 
two  concepts  —  creationism  vs. 
evolution  and  courtship  vs.  dating 
—  but  it's  a  movie,  not  a  science 
class,  nor  a  sermon,  if  motion  pic¬ 
tures  are  to-be  successfully  used  as 
teaching  took,  they  must  first  en¬ 


tertain.  Does  this  one  entertain? 

Just  my  opinion,  of  course,  but 
I  found  that  everything  from  its 
big-league  production  values  to 
the  resonant  musical  choices  and 
its  incisive  dialogue  and  sensitive 
performances  aided  in  construct¬ 
ing  a  successful  film  venture. 

It  s  a  message  movie,  for  sure, 
but  its  makers  know  the  golden 
rule  of  cinema:  put  the  story  first 

Because  of  Gracia  Is  rated  PG- 
13  for  mature  subject  matter,  but 
l  caught  no  offensive  or  exploit 
ative  content. 

Hcmtwnyht,  a  Christian  mor 
ie  retneitvr  and  critic,  is  the  <iu 
thor  of  MOVIES:  The  Good,  the 
Hud.  and  the  Really.  Really  Bad. 
aisiilaNe  on  Arwiton.com.  His 
commentary  appears  here  catir 
tesu  of  Baptist  Pres  Edited  far 
style,  clunty,  and  informational 
additions. 
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ROBINWOOD  CHURCH.  SAUCIER.  or¬ 
dained  Danny  Jeffrie*  •«  deacon  He  a  shown 
with  pastor  Terry  Upchurch 


ir 


i 


ACKERMAN  CHURCH.  ACKERMAN. 

recently  held  a  deacon  ordination.  Shown  are 
pastor  Danny  Irvm.  deacon  Joey  King,  his  wife 
Stephanie  and  son  Carson. 
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HOPEWELL  CHURCH,  LITTLE  ROCK.  FLOWOOO  CHURCH,  FLOWOOO.  recency  ordained  Dav.d 

oiSTiKBreww  as  d~con  Shown  am  Dan.  Ha*.  Bob  ™ 

Brewer.  Brewer,  and  Tommy  Anderson  chairman  Bay  Ha*.  Hall.  Collier,  and  Lemly 


|  ,JiL| 

______ 
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FIRST  CHURCH,  mUH I  US,  neio  a  oeacon  Kids  Trom  UlLrun r  cnunv-n,  »  H..WUU..W 
ordination  for  Roger  Dale  Tadlock  Sept  10  joyed  fun  activities  at  their  annual  back-to-school  party 

Shown  are  pastor  J  Peavy.  Tadlock.  and  Fred  - - - - - - ;  -a 

Johnson.  !  .  .  _  W 
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BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  honored  Shirley  Glenn  on  he 
retirement  as  church  treasurer  for  the  last  29-and-a-haH  years  She 
is  shown  with  her  family  members.  Gary  Rivers,  pastor 


O'ZION  CHURCH,  MEAOVILLE.  recently 
.ordained  Bobby  Murray  and  Pat  O'Quinn  ss 
deacons  Shown  ara  pastor  Glenn  Bird.  Mur¬ 
ray.  Linda  Murray.  Pansy  O'Quinn.  O'Quinn,  and 
Emory  May 


Spencer  Alderman  was  ordained  as  deacon  at 
CARROLLTON  CHURCH.  CARROLL  COUN¬ 
TY,  Aug.  77.  with  his  taiherm-tow.  Archie  Goodwin, 
preaching  the  ordination  service.  Shown  are  Good¬ 
win.  Stacy.  Lane.  Layton,  and  Spencer  Alderman. 


The  children  and  youth  of  SALLIS  CHURCH.  SALL1S,  assisted  in  the  promotion  of  the  Margaret  The  Children  in  Action  of  FIRST  CHURCH,  ITTA  BEN  A  coL 
Lackey  State  Missions  offering  in  August  They  shared  their  experiences  at  Camp  Getaway  and  Can-  lected  supplies  for  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  for  their  Christmas 
tral  HiHs  Baptist  Retreat  and  handed  out  thissions  brochures  to  the  congregation  in  August  project 
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Just  for  the  Record 


BELDEN  CHURCH.  LEE 
COUNTY,  recently  ordained 
Bobby  Carnattian  and  Heath 
Barker  as  deacons  Shown  are 
Carmen  Carnathan.  Carnathan. 
pastor.  Jim  Holcomb.  Barker, 
and  Hope  Barker 


CALVARY  CHURCH. 

SUMMIT,  held  its  annual  kids 
back-to-school  parade  Aug 
23,with  32  children  participat¬ 
ing.  Mike  Burns,  pastor 


BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECA¬ 
TUR.  presented  Sunday  School 
Perfect  Attendance  Recognition 
for  the  2016-2017  Church  Year 
to  the  foNowmg:  Pictured  left  to 
right  on  front  row  is  Mary  Ann 
Kelly-6  yrs :  Nathan  Ke#y6  yrs.. 
Laveme  Chaney-40  yrs  ;  BeBe 
Williams- 2  yrs  .  Shirley  Glenn-2 
yrs  Top  row  left  to  right  is  Billy* 
E  Wifliams-7  yrs  .  Barbara"!! 
Harrison-35  yrs 


CONEHATTA  CHURCH, 
CONEHATTA,  honored  teach¬ 
ers.  directors,  and  the  secretary  of 
Sunday  School  for  the  past  year 


FIRST  CHURCH.  MT. 
OLIVE,  honored  first  respond¬ 
ers  recently.  Local  firefighters 
and  the  Mt  Olive  police  chief 
were  present  tor  the  service  and 
enjoyed  a  fellowship  meal  after¬ 
wards  Bob  Phillips,  pastor 


TUCKERS  CROSSING 
CHURCH,  LAUREL,  recently 
promoted  the  preschool  Sunday 
School/Mission  Friends  Caro¬ 
lyn  Holrfield.  preschool  director; 
Bobbie  Bridges.  Mission  Friends 
director;  Eddie  Bryant,  pastor. 


The  Children  in  Action  of  HOPE  C 
NESHOBA,  recer  uly  collect  'd  scl 
as  their  Christmas  tn  August  pro|ec 


Senior  pastor  Branden  Rogers.  WADE 
CHURCH,  WADE,  presented  deacon  Rick- 
Colvin  with  his  certificate  of  license  Aug  27 
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NOBTS  holds  dedication  of  Adrian 
Rogers  Center  on  its  main  campus 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The 
Adrien  Rogers  Center  for  Ex¬ 
pository  Preaching  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  was 
dedicated  in  a  Sept.  12  chapel 
service.  The  dedication  took 
place  on  Rogers’  birthday.  He 
died  in  2005  at  the  age  of  74- 

In  partnership  with  the  late 
Adrian  Rogers’  proclamation 
ministry  Love  Worth  Finding, 
the  NOBTS  center  will  provide 
resources  and  present  ronfer- 
eqjes  and  lectureships  to  en¬ 
courage  and  equip  students 
andpastore. 

The  center’s  inaugural  Em¬ 
powering  the  Pulpit  preach¬ 
ing  conference  on  Jan.  29-31 
will  feature  leading  exposi¬ 
tory  preachers  Jim  Shaodix, 

in 


professor  of  preaching 
Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  and  Robert 
Smith  Jr.,  associate  professor 
of  divinity  at  Beeson  Divinity 
School  in  Birmingham,  Al. 

NOBTS  President  Chuck 
Kelley  in  opening  remarks 
notea  the  significance  of  nam¬ 
ing  the  center  after  Rogers,  an 
NOBTS  alumnus. 

"Adrian  Rogers  went  on 
from  seminary  to  become  one 
of  the  greatest  pastors  in  the 
history  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention,  a  defining 
pMtor  of  his  generation.  We 
are  very  excited  shout  starting 
something  that  will  take  new 
students  to  the  heart  of  what 
made  this  man  so  impactful 
and  so  influential  —  and  this  is 
his  preaching  ministry,  a  min¬ 
istry  of  God's  Word.’ 

A  three-term  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  president,  Rog¬ 
ers  led  Memphis-area  Bellevue 
Church  from  0,000  members 
to  29,000  during  his  33  years 
as  pastor.  Love  Worth  Finding 
Ministries,  founded  by  Rogers 
in  1987,  provides  sermon  out¬ 
lines,  podcasts,  articles,  and 
other  resources  for  pleaching. 

Steve  Rogers,  son  of  Adrian 
Rogers,  was  present  for  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  dedication  service 
and  the  luncheon  that  .fol¬ 
lowed  despite  flight  schedul- 
infcomplications  due  to  Hur¬ 
ricane  Irma 

"We're  excited  about  this. 
We’re  behind  it,*  Rogers  told 
NOBTS  administrators  and 
faculty  on  behalf  of  the  Rog¬ 
ers  family.  'What  we’re  inter¬ 
ested  in  is  ongoing  ministry 
and  the  next  generation  of 
pastors,  worship  leaders,  and 
yoi)th  ministers.' 

Steve  Rogers  spoke  of  the 
'thousands  and  thousands  of 
hours'  he  and  his  brother  Da¬ 
vid  spent  reviewing  4,000  of 
his  father’s  recorded  sermons, 
originally  preserved  on  cas¬ 
sette  tapes  and  now  digitised, 
and  bow  it  underscored  for 
them  their  father’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  expository  preaching. 

'For  ta  years  I’ve  im¬ 
mersed  myself  in  my  dad’s 


'  \" 


tw 


DEDICATION  -  Steve  Rogers  (right)  son  of  the  lete  Southern 
Baptist  leader  Adrian  Rogers,  talks  with  New  Orleans  Seminary 
student  Michael  Pogue  after  the  Sept  12  dedication  service  for 
the  Adrian  Rogers  Center  for  Expository  Preaching  on  the  semi¬ 
nary  campus  (BP  photo) 

-We  want  to  make  sure  ™rk™uld  complement 
.  the  classroom. 

students  arc  trc*,r*eo  end  Bob  Sorrell,  chairman  of  the 

resourced  to  serve  the  board  of  Love  Worth  Finding, 
church.  We  want  to  re-  recounted  that  the  ministry 
*irv  grew  out  of  a  demand  for  Rog- 

source  end  equip  Pastors  eiV  sermons.  “Adrian  never 
already  Ofl  tho  (told  wanted  to  be  a  TV  preacher 


Adam  Hughes 

director  of  the  Adrian 
Rogers  Center 


pastor  Training  curriculum.' 
Steve  Rogers  said  “It’s  an 
incredible  laboratory  for 
anybody  that  wants  to  study 
expository  preaching* 

Adam  Hughes,  director  of 
the  center  and  NOBTS  dean 
of  the  chapel,  said  Rogers 
modeled  faithfulness  to  God’s 
Word,  a  love  for  the  church  and 
•  heart  for  teaching  the  lost. 

"Our  mission...  is  prepar¬ 
ing  a  rising  generation  of  men 
who  are  answering  God’s  call 
for  excellence  in  expository 
preaching,"  Hughes  said.  'We 
want  to  make  sure  students 
are  trained  and  resourced  to 
serve  the  church.  We  want  to 
resource  and  equip  pastors  al¬ 
ready  on  the  field. 

In  an  expository  sermon, 
Hughes  said,  the  God-intend¬ 
ed  meaning,  struct"—:.  and 
emphasis  of  the  biblical  text 
drives  the  main  points  as  well 
as  the  outline  and  thrust  of 
the  sermon,  which  is  then  pro¬ 
claimed  to  bearers. 

Hughes  said  Rogers’  pas¬ 
sion  for  the  lost  and  his  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  sufflden  j 


cy  and  infallibility  of  God’s  Bowed  out  of  nu  c 
Word  is  ‘desperately  needed  to  teach  hie  people 
today,’  adding  that  the  cen-  God,"  Kelley  sard. 


but  he  permitted  his  sermons 
to  be  recorded  on  cassette  and 
kept  at  a  closet  in  the  church 
where  members  could  pick 
them  up...  It  continued  to 
grow  from  there  and  grew  into 
an  organization.' 

Cary  Vaughn,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officer  of  Love  Worth 
Finding,  said  Rogers'  insis¬ 
tence  that  a  Gospel  invitation 
be  given  at  every  church  event 
taught  him  to  model  that  com¬ 
mitment  in  his  own  ministry. 

Rogers’  deepest  desire, 
Vaughn  said,  was  to  see  oth¬ 
ers  come  to  faith  in  Christ. 
’Let  the  one  takeaway  be  that 
If  Adrian  Rogers  were  here 
’oday,  he  would  ssy...  ’Come 
to  Jesus." 

Vaughn  said  Love  Worth 
Finding  broadcasts  in  196 
countries  and  is  tied  to  3,000 
radio  outlets,  10,500  TV  out¬ 
lets,  and  has  the  potential  to 
broadcast  into  700  million 
homes  worldwide. 

In  chapel,  Kelley  recount¬ 
ed  Rogers'  beginnings  as  an 
NOBTS  student  and  tied  Rog¬ 
ers’  accomplishments  and  in¬ 
fluence,  including  his  pivotal 
role  in  the  Conservative  Re¬ 
surgence,,  to  his  commitment 
to  Scripture. 

Everything  good  that  hap- 
in  Adrian  Rogers'  life 
out  of  his  commitment 
the  Word  of 


►  Grace  Church.  Deca¬ 
tur:  Revival,  Sept.  24-27; 
Sun.,  Sunday  School,  9:30 
a-m.;  worship,  10:30  aun. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
6:30  pan.;  Steve  Winstead, 
speaker. 

>  Mt.  Carmel  Church, 
Smith  County.  Homecom¬ 
ing,  Sept.  24,  u  a-m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  potluck  dinner  and 
cemetery  meeting. 

►  Tillatoba  Church.  Til- 
latoba:  132nd  anniversary 
and  homecoming.  Sept.  24; 
Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.; 
donut  and  coffee  fellow¬ 
ship,  10: 15  a-m.,  with  wor¬ 
ship  at  10:45  a.m.,  followed 
by  potluck;  -Terry  Walton, 
speaker. 

►  Beulah  Churph,  Lexing¬ 
ton:  Homecoming,  Sept.  24; 
service,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  and  afternoon  sing¬ 
ing;  Tom  Toenjes,  speaker; 
Hunter  C.  May,  music. 

►  Pinckney  Church,  Union: 
170th  anniversary  and 
homecoming.  Sept.  24,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  hind , 
William  Saveli,  speaker  ar.i 
pastor. 

►  Hope  Church.  Neshoba 
Association  Homecom¬ 
ing,  Sept  24;  service,  10:30 
ia„  followed  by  potluck 
lunch;  Doug  Broome,  speak¬ 
er;  Reuben  Moore,  music; 
Dennis  Duvall,  pastor. 

►  Holly  Church.  Aleom: 

Homecoming,  Sept.  24;  ser¬ 
vice,  10  a-m-,  followed  by 
potluck  meal;  Gary  Watkins, 
speaker.  Revival.  Sept.  25  - 
26,  6  p.m.  nightly;  Warren 
Jones  and  Marc  Howard, 


speakers; 
D,  pastor. 


Tlioinas  Magers, 


►  Sunrise  Church,  Leake 
County.  Homecoming, 
Sept.  24;  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Wade  Chappell, 
speaker.  v- 

►  First  Church,  Gautier: 

Homecoming,  Sept  23  - 
24;  Billy  Williams  and  John 
Brock,  speakers;  for  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  church  at 
(228)  497-4050. 

fe  Bethany  Church,  Whyn- 

ot:  Sesqui  centennial  Sept 
24;  cemetery  and  church 
tours,  9  a.m.;  service,  10:30 
a.m;  Smokey  Gibson, 
speaker.  <y  -  *•  J 

fe  Delay  Church,  Oxford: 

Homecoming,  Sept.  24;  ser¬ 
vice,  10:30  a-m.,  followed  by 
fellowship  meal;  Malcolm 
Pinion,  speaker,  Blaine  Da¬ 
vis,  pastor. 

►  Rocky  Point  Church, 
Leake  County  Associa¬ 
tion.  Homecoming,  Sept. 
24;  covered  dish  luncheon; 

3  Danny  Sephton,  speaker; 
Ben  Waites,  music,  with 
concert  at  2  p.m. 

b  Academy  Church,  Cot¬ 
ton  Ptant:  175th  anniver¬ 
sary  and  homecoming. 
Sept  24;  service,  ip  a.m., 
followed  by  a  potluck  meal: 
former  pastors,  speakers; 
Paid  in  Full  Quartet,  music; 
Wayne  Cobb,  pastor. 

►  Macedonia  Church, 
Lauderdale  Association: 

Revival,  Sept.  24-27;  630 
p.m.  nightly;  Kyle  Routzahn, 
speaker,  Paul  Byrd,  music; 
Virgil  Walters,  pastor. 


iir 
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ASMCOZS  HLS  ECID  CR  HLW  ESAGYTH; 
RCA  ITHC  HLSS,  C  DCAN,  NC  0 
DORH  IB  FW  ECID. 

BEYDF  SOPLHW-EOV:RCIA 
Clue:  F  =  B 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Nahum  1:7 

By  Charles  Mux.  1*32—2004.0  2005 
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DONATIONS 

com.  from  p.  7 

purchase  their  own  choice 
of  goods  is  also  an  option, 
as  it  gives  the  recipient  dig¬ 
nity  while  stimulating  the 
local  economy. 

‘It  s  so  much  better  to  be 
done  that  way,-  Caison  said, 
and  more  effective  in  meet- 
ing^the^fluctuating]  needs 

Jeff  Palmer,  CEO  of 
Southern  Baptist  interna¬ 
tional  relief  partner  Baptist 
Global  Response  (BGR),  also 
recommends  cash  donations. 
He  applauds  the  convenience 
and  effectiveness  of  dona¬ 
tion  channels  provided  by 
Southern  Baptists  including 
Cooperative  Program 
(CP),  disaster  relief  min¬ 
istries  of  individual  state 
conventions,  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Global  Hunger 
Relief  Fund,  and  such  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  outreaches  as 
Send  Relief. 

These  channels  are  “the 
beat  way  to  help  if  you  want 
to  give  a  financial  contribu¬ 
tion,  Palmer  told  BP,  “and 
we're  mobilizing  volunteers, 


we  re  mobilizing  resources 
that  are  close  to  the  source." 

.  While  BGR  is  not  an  en¬ 
tity  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC),  it  does 
hearrilypromo'e  and  endorse 
the  SBCs  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  BCR's  partnership  with 
Southern  Baptists  in  meeting 
global  human  needs  is  fun¬ 
damentally  undergirded  by 
those  who  give  through  their 
local  churches  to  CP  and  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Global 
Hunger  Relief  fund. 

It’s  much  more  effective  to 
buy  goods  near  areas  where  a 
particular  disaster  occurred. 
Palmer  noted,  as  it  drastically 
reduces  shipping  costs  and 
stimulates  the  local  economy. 
Coordinating  responses  with 
Baptist  partners  in  disaster 

tones  improves  distribution  by 

making  sure  the  neediest  peo¬ 
ple  are  helped.  Palmer  said. 

It  s  not  ‘the  first  two  weeks 
and  everything's  back  to  nor¬ 
mal,  Caison  said.  “Thou¬ 
sands  of  these  families  are  go¬ 
ing  to  be  struggling  for  years 
to  get  back  into  their  homes, 
and  if  we  don’t  help  them, 
they’re  not  going  to  be  able  to 
get  back  into  their  homes. 

“Those  donations  that 
come  in  now  help  us  do  that.'  I 


Submission  Guidelines 
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URGENT 

cent,  from  p.  7 

After  eight  days  of  response  in 
the  Orange  area,  the  MBDR  In¬ 
cident  Command  team  has  coor¬ 
dinated  304  volunteers,  32  com¬ 
pleted  mud-out/deanup  jobs, 
M58  meals  for  volunteers,  and 
9b  ministry  contacts. 

Tins  is  outstanding  service,” 
said  Don  Gann,  MBDR  coordina¬ 
tor  and  director  of  men's  ministry 

at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board.  "Still,  over  200  work 

t  be'naSed^'  Teams  “b^bue 

For  more  information  on  how 
to  volunteer,  contact  the  Men’s 
Muustiy  Department  at  the 
MisTOjropi  Baptist  Convention 
Board-  F-matl:  msdisasterreliefo 
mbcb.org.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3335  or  tod-free  outside  Jackson 
(Boo)  748-1651,  ext  335.  Web 
site:  wwwjnbcb.org. 

Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  (SBDR),  in  which  MBDR 
participates,  continues  to  deploy- 
volunteers  to  help  respond  to 
immediate  needs  in  Florida  and 
The  Caribbean  left  by  Hurricane 
Irma  While  Still  maintaining  fo 
cus  on  enormous  needs  from 
Hurricane  Harvey  in  Houston, 
south  Texas,  and  Louisiana. 

In  Florida,  six  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  (SBDR) 


feeding  units  from  several 
states  m  addition  to  Mississip¬ 
pi  are  operational. 

Florida  SBDR  volunteers  al¬ 
ready  have  initiated  cLscnup  and 
recovery  operations  i  1  pockets 
around  the  state,  fron  Jackson¬ 
ville  to  Naples.  Crews  from  other 
states  win  arrive  over  he  course 
of  the  next  week. 

In  the  days  follow:  ng  Hurri¬ 
cane  Inna’s  landfall  n  Florida 
damage  assessment  tet  ms  gener- 
ady  canto  back  with  bfter  news 
man  had  been  expected  prior  to 
the  storm.  Irma  nearly  leveled 

several  islands  in  the  Fkrida  Keys, 

however,  and  widespnod  power 
outages  remain  a  sencrs  concern 
throughout  the  state. 

Several  shelters  have  been  set 
up  to  accommodate  those  who 
are  still  unable  to  rctunfto  their 
homes  in  the  Keys. 

Reuters  reported  that  Hurri¬ 
cane  Irma  is  responsible  for  82 
deaths  in  the  United  States  and 
m  the  Caribbean.  There  have 
be«i  at  least  32  deaths  in  Florida 
and  seven  in  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina.  More  than  half  of  the 
fatalities  attributed  to  the  storm 

happened  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands 
The  situation  has  been  so 
difficult  in  the  Caribbean  that 
SBDR  workers  had  not  been  able 
to  get  to  the  Virgin  Islands  as  of 
Thursday  An  Alabama  disaster 


relief  kitchen  that  had  been  en 
rou.e  to  Puerto  Rico  has  instead 
been  directed  to  the  Virgin  Is¬ 
lands  after  it  became  dear  the. 
need  there  was  far  greater. 

Feeding  unite  in  Texas  have 
started  to  consolidate  their  work 
as  people  leave  shelters  to  return 
home  or  make  other  arrangements 
after  Harvey's  widespread  flood¬ 
ing.  Even  as  thousands  of  homes 
«ul  need  initial  mud-out  work,  a 
few  are  ready  for  rebuild  efforts 
with  months  of  work  ahead. 

A  large  SBDR  team  from  New 
Mexico  has  arrived  in  Louisiana 
to  assist  with  Harvey  recovery  ef¬ 
forts  there.  Teams  from  Colorado 
have  been  feeding  and  mudding- 
out  homes,  clearing  debris  and  ‘ 
muck  from  flooded  houses.  There 
are  still  sites  in  Texas  where  SBDR 

teams  are  providing  childcare. 

“God  has  given  the  church  a 
grate  opportunity  to  respond,' 
North  American  Mission  Board 
President  Kevin  Kzeft  said.  “I  am 
asking  every  Southern  Baptrit 
pastor  to  prayerfully  consider 
sending  volunteers  to  Texas  or 
Florida.  Even  if  you  have  new 
sent  a  volunteer  to  a  disaster  be- 
fore,  wr  need  you  and  the  dnmi 
survivors  need  you” 

Brandon  Elrod  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board,  afrit 
mg  for  Baptist  Press,  contrib¬ 
uted  to  this  article. 


SUSPECT 

com.  from  p.  7 

Tn.,  located  him  in  the  Dan- 
dridge  area. 

Local  authorities  arrested 
him  without  incident  on  charg¬ 
es  stemming  from  a  warrant  for 
the  theft  of  New's  automobile, 
which  was  found  earlier  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis.  Police  in  Indianapolis 
had  released  surveillance  im¬ 
ages  of  Bell  last  week. 

According  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth-Journal  newspaper  in 
Somerset,  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest  authorities  in  New  Cas¬ 


tle,  In.,  were  seeking  Bell  for 
questioning  in  an  assault  case 
involving  an  attempted  stran¬ 
gulation.  No  further  details 
were  available. 

When  New  was.  reported 
missing  by  family,  Denham 
Street  Church  pastor  Jeff 
Griffith  searched  the  church 
and  found  her  dead,  report¬ 
edly  in  a  storage  area  near  the 
church  activity  center.  Authori¬ 
ties  have  not  released  details 
about  her  death. 

New  was  the  widow  of  the 
founding  pastor  of  the  church, 
J.S.  New.  She  remained  an  jc- 
tive  member  after  her  hus¬ 


band's  death  in  2012.  As  the 
church's  custodian,  she  often 
cleaned  the  church  on  Thurs¬ 
days  and  was  perhaps  doing  so 
when  the  murder  occurred,  ac¬ 
cording  to  news  media  reports 
The  CommonweaJth-Jour- 
nai  reported  Bell  was  charged 
in  March  1999  with  killing 
his  father,  Roger  Bell,  49,  of 
Wayne  County,  Kv.,  who  was 
shot  in  the  head.  He  pleaded 
guilty  to  a  lesser  charge  of 
second-degree  manslaughter 
and  was  paroled  in  2005,  but 
returned  to  prison  in  2008  for 
a  parole  violation.  He  was  re¬ 
leased  in  2012. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

4  Find  '*  <n  Ihe  One  who  is  the  way,  Iruth,  and  life. 

jH|  Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 

in  your  own  words: 

*  ^  * •  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
3.  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  lo  Restore 
mv  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  lo  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
■Hal  as  roam  as  received  him.  lo  them  he  gate  the  riKht  lo  become  children  oi 
hod.  exert  lo  those  olio  belie le  in  his  name."  i/ohn  I  t  1/ 
H  you  make  .1  decision  for  Chris!  today.  < onfac t  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children's  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Housepa  rents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Housepa  rent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health.  They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  oppfy  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage  com  or  601-922- 
2242. 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage  com. 


unday  School  Lbssom— ur  September 


Victory 


Exodus  14:13-28 


My  tucatncal  repertoire  incli 
plays  in  grade  school,  Christmas  p 
at  church,  and  the  lead  female 
in  the  stage  production  of  “The 
Spangled  Girl’.  In  1973,  the  play 
performed  at  a  military  instalfatio 


The  final  act  climaxes  with  the 
Wptian  forces  pursuing  the  people 

?l  ISd“5  ,?s  wel*  “  plunge  into 
the  Red  Sea.  They  entered  in  on  dry 
land,  but  Psalm  77:16-20  describes  a 
rain  storm  which  transpired,  “clog¬ 
ging  their  chariot  wheels  so  that  they 
drove  heavily"  (vs.  25).  They  knew  jj 

'Ta!>.thc  LORD  fighting  against  them. 
As  the  Egyptians  were  turning  around 
and  trying  to  get  out  of  the  sea  bed 
Moses  stretched  out  his  staff  overfhe 
sea  and  the  waters  returned.  None  of 
the  Egyptians  remained  . . .  “the  LORD 
saved  Israel  that  day  .  .  .  they  saw  the 
great  power  that  the  LORD  used 
the  people  feared  the  LORD  .  .  .  they 
believed  in  the  LORD  .  .  .  "(vs.  30-41 
italics  added). 

At  the  end  of  “The  Star  Spangled 
Dirl  the  audience  heard  a  recording 
playing  the  Mormon  Tabernacle  choir 
"IP*1"*-  "[he  Hallelujah  Chorus’ 
[H®ndel).  The  first  hymn  in  the  Bible. 

I  he  Song  to  Yahweh”  was  played  at 
the  end  of  “He  Leads  to  Victory”.  Lis¬ 
ten  to  the  ending,  “The  LORD  will 
reign  forever  and  ever”  (Ex  15- 18) 

It  sounds  like  the  Hallelujah  Chorus 


\  ,  ~ - — "v  “uiwiauou  in  i  no  r»p 

£n8hvUNeilG!™any  ^e  script  writ-  facing  tie 
ten  by  Neil  Simon,  consisted  of  only  Exodus  r 
three  actors  in  the  three-act  play.  Ev-  vants  arc 
ep'  spare  minute  was  spent  memoriz-  is  this  we 
and  “Ending  rehears-  Israel  go 

As  we  Win**  WeefkS  ofPerfor>nance.  And  so  wi 
^e*i"  our  fourth  week  in  the  chariot 

^dks^ri^UrShWe  Wi1'  focu?  on  a  horses-  «i 
three-act  production  men;  Ph 

entitied  rhrs' 

A  few  things  to  make  a  note  of  be-  of  Israt 
heart  of  our  lesson.  When  tl 
Go  Imck  to  Exodus  13:17-22,  note  the  p  e  0  p  1 
route  the  people  were  to  take  “God  of  Isra 
did  not  lead  them  along  the  road  oP  saw  tl 
• .  (v.  17),  instead  ...“He  led  the  people  Egyptiai 
toward  the  Red  Sea.”  God  is  the  direc-  mfrch.ng 
tor.  The  people  of  Israel  may  not  have  greatly”  fv 
understood  the  why  of  the  long  way  stating  it 

SSeknteh*?htakihng  *he  bu‘  EX 

God  knew  their  hearts.  They  would  be  It  soun 

tempted  to  go  back  rather  than  de-  Moses  the 
KYpon  His  way  is  always  firm?  and 
the  right  way.  The  same  is  true  for  us  LORD,  wt 
as  well,  we  must  make  the  conscious  today  For 
decision  to  follow  Him  and  allow  Him  see  today 


Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Madison. 


Fear  Not!  is  a  great  challenj 


24  hour  news  cycle,  cell  phones,  social 
media  and  the  internet  have  given  evil 
many  more  ways  to  communicate  his 
lies  We  must  be  even  more  alert 
"This  is  how  you  know  the  Spirit  of 
God:  Every  spirit  that  confesses  that 
Jesus  Christ  has  come  in  the  flesh  is 
from  God,”  1  John  4:2  (CSB).  Jesus 
w  as  born  of  a  woman.  Mary,  in  a  stable 
in  Bethlehem.  Jesus  faced  real  temp¬ 
tation  as  a  man.  “For  we  do  not  nave 
a  high  priest  who  is  unable  to  sympa- 
thize  with  our  weaknesses,  but  one 
w  ho  has  been  tempted  in  every  way  as 
we  arc.  yet  without  sin.”  Hebrews  4:15 
(CSB)  Jesus  the  man  thirsted  on  tile 
cross  and  truly  died  when  He  was  cru 
cified  by  the  Roman  soldiers 

John  states  the  logical  next  truth, 
“But  every  spirit  that  does  not  con 
fess  Jesus  is  not  Ir  m  God  This  isthe 
spirit  of  the  antichrist,  w  hich  y  ou  have 
heard  is  coming;  even  now  is  it  ,s  al 
ready  in  the  world,”  1  John  4:3 (CSB) 
However  we  need  not  fear  because,  ' 
“This  is  how  we  know  that  we  remain 
in  him  and  he  in  us:  He  has  given  its  of 
his  Spirit,”  1  John  4: 13  (CSB). 

Hicks  is  Associutioruil  Missions  Pi 
rector  tor  lasper  issocfatUm. 


dard  Bible  translates  it,  “When  I  am 
afraid,  I  will  trust  in  You.”  Psalm  56:3 
(HC8B). 

elderly  Apostle  John  explains 
why  we  can  safely  trust  in  God,  “You 
are  from  God;  little  children,  and  you 
have  conquered  them,  because  the 
one  in  you  is  greater  than  the  one  who 
is  m  the  world,”  1  John  4  4  (CSB). 
Lhe  Apostle  Paul  says,  “What  shall 
we  then  say  to  these  things?  If  God 
be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?”  Ro- 
mans  8:31  (KJV).  John,  in  his  earlier 
wnhngs,  the  Gospel  of  John,  empha- 
******  I  (Jesus)  give  them  (believers 
like  you  and  I)  eternal  life,  and  they- 
wul  never  perish.  No  one  will  snatch 
them  out  of  my  hand.  My  Father,  who 
has  given  them  to  me,  is  greater  than 
aU.  No  one  is  able  to  snatch  them  out 
of  the  Father's  hand,”  John  10  28- 
29  (CSB). 

Paul  elaborated  on  his  bold  claim 
that  God  himself  is  for  us  later  in  the 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 
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MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS 


MARGARET  LACKEY 


/'rnr\<utal  'JWIlAl  WRW 


W  Q*S  Mb  Uv£  fMo&  TO  VoUP  F4THTJ?  1M  HATTIGV  U 


Mississippi  Baptists  mobilized  over  30,000  volunteers  last  year  Mar 
garet  Lackey  provides  training,  wave!  assistance,  and  connections 
to  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  North  America  and  around  the 
world.  A  $500  gift  helps  to  send  a  Mississippi  volunteer  to  Asia. 
Contact  Mike  Ray  or  Came  Munn  at  (800)  748. 7651  ext  398  or  (601) 
2923396 


CiNTRAL  HlltS  t  $405,000 

‘teaming  the  ropes’  a>  misuom  involvement  is  a  key  function 
of  Central  HUH  Retreat  in  Kosciusko  Almost  5.000  campets  wete 
trained  last  year,  and  many  made  decisions  for  Christ  A  $200  gift 
will  covet  expenses  lot  a  missionary  speaker  For  mat  information 
concoct  Don  Govt  (SOOI  74&  165 1  Bit  339  a  (60 1 )  292.3339 


GARAYWA  |  $405,000 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center  provided  mlssional  train, ng 
and  Inspiration  tot  more  than  6,800  persons  last  year  Over  1300 
campers  attended  Garaywa  Missions  Camp  and  70  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  in  Christ  A  51*5  gift  sends  a  Mississippi  girl  to  camp 
Anoe  Wilson  has  more  information  60l.92a.7D3a. 


COMMUNITY  MINISTRY  |  $180,000 

Margaret  lackey  grants  help  fund  churth  led  mission  projev  is  m 
communities  all  across  our  state  Assoc lat.onal  Missions  Directors 
Identify  needs,  design  Gospel  responses,  and  coordinate  the  actlvl 
ties  A  5 100  gift  rents  a  block  party  trailer  talk  ro  yew  local  MID  lot 
more  Information. 

CHURCH  MULTIPLICATION  |  $1 75,000 

Almost  two  million  Mississippians  aw  unchurched  Margaret  Lacv 
ey  gifts  provide  the  initial  funding  to  start  new  churches  focused  o 
reaching  our  fellow  Mhshsippians  with  the  Gospel  A  $250  gift  prc 
vtdes  the  weekly  rent  for  a  new  congregation  to  meet.  Johnny  trv  s 
has  more  information  (800)  748.1651  e>t  361  or  (601)  292.3361. 


a.yw  m  dJilLyj ano* o±_  A&yy}  3Mo  gr*  qqoo an 


CRIMINAL  JUSTICI MINISTRIIS  |  $85,00  - 

Jesus  described  true  faith  as  *1  was  in  prison  and  you  visited  m» 
Margaret  lackey  funds  help  provide  visits  for  people  in  prison  ail 
across  our  state  Your  gifts  provide  teaching  materials  for  local  lead 
ers  and  seminary  classes  at  Parchman  A  $20  gift  porctxa ses  a  ree 
on  the  inside  Bible  For  more  information  contort  Charles  Jones  362) 
7210264  or  John  Henry  (662)  5080293. 


DtSASTVR  Rllltr  I  $85,000 

When  Mississippi  hurts.  Baptists  care1  Margaret  Lackey  trains  dlsas 
ter  relief  specialists  who  ace  leady  at  the  sound  of  a  siren  to  cook, 
clean,  dear,  and  encourage  the  victims  of  disastrous  events.  A  $  1  SO 
gift  provides  50  hot  meah  prepared  by  our  volunteers  for  more  in 
forma  non  contact  Don  Gann  (800)  748  165 1  ext  339 or  (601)292  3339 


LANGUAGC/OIAF  MINISTRY  |  $40,000 

Margaret  lackey  makec  sule  our  non-reading  and  non-hearing 
neighbors  have  access  to  the  Gospel  Your  gifts  helped  tram  more 
than  100  leaders  for  ESC  AftW,  and  Chronological  Bible  Storying 
A  520  gift  provides  the  training  workbook  needed  by  volunteers 
Can  and)  Townsend  (800)  748  165  f  trt )  IS  Of  1601)  292  33 1 8  for  mote 
information  about  language  Ministry  Coll  or  text  Jim  Booth  160) , 
XIJ36 1  for  more  information  about  Deal  Ministry. 


Katclyn  Oaks  is  a  nursing  student 
a(  Northwest  Mississippi  Community 
College.  In  the  summer  of  2016.  she 
hod  the  opportunity  to  serve  in  South¬ 
east  Asia  for  a  month.  Part  of  her  re¬ 
sponsibilities  included  working  on  a 
longhousc. 

"I  was  able  to  really  connect  with  a 
couple  of  alder  ladies  there."  she  said. 
They  would  take  care  of  me  while  I 
was  working,  making  sure  I  was  wear 
ing  a  big.haf  at  all  times  to  protect  me 
frdtn  the  sun.  bringing  me  gloves  to 
wear,  making  sure  1  had  water  to  drink 
when  I  needed  it.  We  laughed  often  at 
the  amount  of  dirt  I  would  have  on  my 
face  and  clothes.  We  would  also  laugh 
a  lot  as  they  tried  teaching  me  random 
words  of  their  language.  We  would 
sing  and  dance  in  between  shoveling 
rocks  into  buckets  They  were  tons  of 


CROSS  CULTURAL  IVANGILISM  |  S  U.500 

Margaret  Lackey  recognize*  6  different  language  group*  m  Miss<s 
sippi  The  offering  funds  also  help  share  the  Gospel  wit*  over  one 
million  African -Amerkans  A  $  IQ  gift  provides  p  foreign  language 
Bible  Chris  McNairy  has  more  information  ( 770)  81 4  1405 


CWJC/CMJC  |  US, ooo 

Twenty  four  percent  of  Mississippi’s  population  lives  below  the 
poverty  Une.  Christian  Men  s/Women  s  Job  Corps  combine  disc  Iple 
ship  and  job  skin  framing  to  assist  men  and  women.  There  are  mo»e 
than  20  CMJC/CWJC  sires  across  our  state  A  gift  of  520  provides 
What  Beery  Church  Member  Should  Know  About  FHxeerty.  a  resoutt  e 
for  training  ministry  volunteers  Tommy  Anderson  (800)  748  1 65 1 
ext  323  or  (601)  292-3323  has  more  information. 


COLLIOiATI  OUTRIACH  |  *  1J.500 

Through  our  BSU  organizations.  Margaret  Lackey  enc  our  ages  inter 
national  and  ethnic  students  to  explore  the  Gospel  and  meet  Chris 
t»an  believers  A  $25  gift  helps  host  Gospel  fellowships  on  major 
campuses.  Contact  iktyd  iuncetord  or  Jennie  Taylor  at  (800)  748  It  5 1 
ext  299 or  (601)  292  3299 


“Our  last  night  there,  then:  was  a 
party  and  a  time  to  share.  Or  t  of  the 
local  pastors  we  were  work  -tg  with 
shared  a  message  and  then  had  a  time 
of  invitation. 

^"During  the  time  of  invitation,  ev¬ 
ery  ure  of  those  ladies  went  forward! 
All  or  old  do  was  cry  and  praise  God 
for  a1'  He  hid  done.  Fifty  people  came 
to  know  the  Lord  that  night.  To  see  that 
handf  ul  of  people  respond,  who  I  had 
been  doing  life  with  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  who  I  had  gotten  to  fellowship 
vgth  and  love  on.  who  had  become  so 
dear  to  my  heart,  who  weft  like  fam 


until  I  was  shoveling  gravel  at  '  p.m 
in  100-degrec  weather  and  someone 
decides  to  bum  a  pile  of  trash  right 
beside  my  gravel  pile  I  learned  that 
without  God  l  am  nothing  but  with 
God  I  can  accomplish  anything  I  set 
my  mind  to." 

The  work  of  Missions  Mohtitaation 
is  funded  in  part  try  gifs  to  the  Mar¬ 
garet  Lac  key  State  Missions  Offering 


ily  to  me,  was  absolutely  breathtaking 
That  night  1  saw  God  at  wort. 

"Even  though  l  couldn't  under 
stand  the  message  being  preached. 
I  could  fed  God's  presence!  I  never 
truly  knew  what  it  meant  to  let  Him  be 
your  strength  until  someone  placed  a 
1 10-pound  bag  of  mortar  on  my  back 
so  I  couU carry  it  to  the  longhousc.  I 
never  had  to  let  God  be  my  strength 


RORT  MINISTRY  |  $  1 0,000 

More  than  5,000  international  saWor*  visit  Mississippi  eve ty  year 
Thiougb  pari  ministries  in  Pascagoula  and  Gulfport.  Margamt 
lackey  otters  a  Christian  witness  and  warm  hospitality  A  $5  gift 
purchases  a  Jesus  film  that  sailors  can  take  home  with  them  Admin 
Turner  (27 9)  623.0103  has  more  information  about  the  Aasrogoufo 
Ministry  Steve  Moooeyham  .278)  832  4311  has  more  information 
about  the  Galtport  Ministry 


